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the country, and fairly establish itself in the necessary positions before the invader can reach them. Which of these two courses it should adopt;, and the period at which it should commence active operations must depend on the attitude of the rulers of Afghanistan, If that attitude were friendly, it would naturally proceed by treaty and time its movements according to their views, as far as might be consistent with the achievement of the common object in view. If, on the other hand, the attitude of the rulers of the country were hostile, it would naturally move on the first convenient opportunity after the danger had become sufficiently apparent to warrant a course justifiable only by the exigencies of self defence.
If, again, the attitude of the rulers of Afghanistan were doubtful, its action would be guided largely by the amount of time at its disposal. If the danger of invasion were not instant, it would be bound to use its best endeavours to establish a friendly understanding, before resorting to counter-aggression.
Regarding the inability of the Afghans to defend their country against a Russian invasion without British aid, there can be no longer any question. They themselves had admitted that inability, in the overtures they had again and again made to the British Government for a defensive alliance before the interruption of diplomatic intercourse ; and, had any loom for doubt on the subject remained, it must have been removed by the experience of the past two months.
On the question whether the action adopted by the Government of India in September last was justified by the circumstances, or not, only two issues, then, arise. The one of these issues concerns the reality and magnitude of the danger to be guarded against; the other concerns the attitude of the rulers of Afghanistan.
Was the danger such as to make it incumbent on the Government of India to take steps to ensure its being able to occupy at the right moment those positions in Afghanistan, which it would be necessary to defend in order to repel a powerful invader ?
The question is one partly of the intentions and partly of the ability of Russia.
As regards the former point, it might .reasonably be contended that actual and overt hostile intentions were not necessary to establish a ground for precautionary measures. The mete circumstance of the proximity of Russia to our Asiatic possessions, combined with the nature of her position and avowed policy in Europe, pregnant as that position and policy are with perpetual risk of embroilment with England, would alone, it might be fairly argued, constitute valid ground for such measures.
It might, indeed, some time since, have been urged in reply to the argument,' stated in this general form, that whatever standing risk of hostilities between England and Russia there might be^a&'d How-